Use of Pseudomonas hyperimmunoglobulin to treat septic shock in burn cases.
The progress of 18 episodes of septic shock in nine patients with burn injuries after administration of a Pseudomonas immunoglobulin is presented. In nine instances the septic shock was treated successfully. The mean burn index of these nine patients was 96. In six of the nine patients the septic shock was accompanied by simultaneous inhalation trauma and in six by acute kidney failure. In four cases the sepsis was caused by P. aeruginosa and in five by staphylococci. Despite the different causative agents, successful treatment was possible in these cases. The mean burn index for the four patients who eventually died was 119; all patients in this group were suffering from an inhalation trauma and acute kidney failure requiring dialysis. In these cases even the use of Pseudomonas immunoglobulin had no decisive effect.